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Comparative literature is a branch of
research and investigation in the last one or two decades in Iran that specifically
examines the themes of cultural and literary works of intellectuals and thinkers
from different languages and nations. In this context, we decided to compare
the intellectual themes of these two British and Iranian writers and orators by
studying the poems of William Blake (1757-1827 AD) and Mohammad Taghi
Bahar (1265-1330 AD), and in this way, we will bring the common content of
their poems to the reader's attention and add another page to the book of the
cultural-literary alliance between the East and the West.

The study method in the mentioned subject is descriptive-
analytical and we have benefited from library resources to answer the research
question and achieve the research goals.

The findings show that a comparative study between the poems of
William Blake and Mohammad Taghi Bahar (based on the American school) can
be conducted and from this perspective, significant common points can be
reached, so that, despite the nearly one century gap between the two, almost
what Blake considered in his various poems was also Bahar's concern, and in
this respect, the ideals of both appeared very close to each other.
The most prominent common theme between William Blake and
Mohammad Taghi Bahar is patriotism and national tendencies. However, the
concept of nationality in their view was not purely emotional and political (and
so-called chauvinistic) prejudices, but rather it meant "ideal nationality", that
is, what connects the nation with human morality and emotions and makes it
sympathetic and aligned with other societies. Therefore, in the poems of both
poets, harsh and unbiased criticisms of the institution of power (state and
religion) can be seen. Another common feature of these two writers and
orators is the alignment of their philosophical views, in such a way that they
see the universe as a set of contradictions and contradictions that have led to
symmetry and unity.
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And did those feet in ancient time
And did those feet in ancient time
Walk upon England’s mountains green?
And was the holy Lamb of God
On England’s pleasant pastures seen?
And did the countenance divine
Shine forth upon our clouded hills?
And was Jerusalem builded here
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Among these dark Satanic Mills?
Bring me my bow of burning gold!
Bring me my arrows of desire!
Bring me my spear: O clouds unfold!
Bring me my chariot of fire!
| will not cease from mental fight,
Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand,
Till we have built Jerusalem
In England’s green and pleasant land. (Blake, 1993)
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The Chimney Sweeper
A little black thing among the snow,
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Crying "weep! weep!” in notes of woe!
“Where are thy father & mother? say?”

“They are both gone up to the church to pray.
“Because | was happy upon the heath,

And smil’d among the winter’s snow:

They clothed me in the clothes of death,

And taught me to sing the notes of woe.

“And because | am happy, & dance & sing,
They think they have done me no injury:

and are gone to praise God & his Priest & King
Who make up a heaven of our misery.” (Blake, 1794)
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Is this a holy thing to see,

In a rich and fruitful land,

Babes reduc’d to misery,

Fed with cold and usurous hand?

Is that trembling cry a song?

Can it be a song of joy?

And so many children poor?

It is a land of poverty!

And their sun does never shine,

And their fields are bleak & bare,
And their ways are fill'd with thorns:
It is eternal winter there.

For where-e’er the sun does shine,
And where-e’er the rain does fall:
Babe can never hunger there,

Nor poverty the mind appall. (Blake,

1794)
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The Garden of Love

| went to the Garden of Love,

And saw what | never had seen:

A Chapel was built in the midst,

Where | used to play on the green.

And the gates of this Chapel were shut,
And “Thou shalt not” writ over the door;
So I turn’d to the Garden of Love,

That so many sweet flowers bore,

And | saw it was filled with graves,

90

And tomb-stones where flowers should be:
And Priests in black gowns, were walking their rounds,
And binding with briars, my joys & desires. (Blake, 1794)
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The Tyger

Tyger! Tyger! burning bright

In the forests of the night,

What immortal hand or eye

Could frame thy fearful symmetry?
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In what distant deeps or skies

Burnt the fire of thine eyes?

On what wings dare he aspire?

What the hand, dare seize the fire?

And what shoulder, & what art,

Could twist the sinews of thy heart?
And when thy heart began to beat,
What dread hand? & what dread feet?
What the hammer? what the chain?

In what furnace was thy brain?

What the anvil? what dread grasp

Dare clasp its deadly terrors clasp?
When the stars threw down their spears,
And water’d heaven with their tears,
Did he smile his work to see?

Did he who made the Lamb make thee?
Tyger! Tyger! burning bright

In the forests of the night,

What immortal hand or eye

Dare frame thy fearful symmetry? (Blake, 1794)
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