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There have always been some institutions for
managing the affairs in human societies, constituted by emergence of the
governments. One example of such institutions is Al-Barid Tribunal which
constituted as a result of necessity for getting news. Al-Barid Tribunal was
formed in ancient times, and it had been working until Islamic era. However, it
was terminated in Iran during Ilkhanate era, when the neighbor nations and
local states had to employ Chaparkhaneh (post offices). The post offices also
used in Teimourian Dynasty, and they become more systematic than llkhanate
era. This study examines institutional frameworks associated with the
distribution communications in the Timurid period focusing specifically on the
personnel within these networks.

The present research was conducted in two documentary and
library methods.

The post office (Chaparkhaneh) is indeed a station where the envoys
and messengers rested there and replaced their tired horses with remounts.
During Teimourian Dynasty in Iran, the envoys were assigned to give news,
hand over the gifts and presents to the kings, and sometimes, to mediate for
reconciliation and compromise. To fulfill their assigned tasks, they must enjoy
such traits as shrewdness, oratorical skill, and political immunity and they were
respected by the kings. During the mentioned era, the messengers, spies, and
homing pigeons were also employed for giving news.

A thorough reading of the sources reveals a considerable
amount of information related to the arrangement of the intelligence system
and the numerous types of couriers who were active during the Timurid period.
Even if the groundwork of the Chapar (postal relay) system was first laid in the
Ilkhanids period, the Mongol Khans were still incompetent in managing the
institution. However, Timur was able to reorganize and integrate both the
systems of cirulation of news and the Chapar networks to a greater extent
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