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BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES: The widespread use of Persian as a literary and administrative
language across a transregional cultural geography stretching from the Indian subcontinent to the
Balkans led to the emergence of the Persian Cosmopolis. In this context, the subcontinent, as part
of the Persian cultural world, shaped the Indo-Persian cultural sphere. This region not only lent its
name to the Indian Style (Sabk-i Hendi) as one of the stylistic periods of Persian poetry but also
produced a rich treasury of diverse texts, which may be regarded as the precious heritage of Indo-
Persian historical literature. Chancery-oriented historical literature, encompassing indigenous and
novel concepts, is a manifestation of the Indo-Persian cultural sphere. The purpose of this
research is to trace the historical development of the word “dastak” in Persian texts, particularly
within the Indo-Persian domain. The study focuses on elucidating its meaning as a chancery term
and achieves its aim by investigating the chronology and manner of the emergence of this
chancery term.

METHODOLOGY: The present study was conducted using a descriptive-analytical approach and
data gathered from library sources. Initially, the fundamental concepts of “Indo-Persian,” “Persian
Cosmopolis,” and “Indian Style” (Sabk-i Hendi) were delineated. Subsequently, the word dastak
was examined etymologically in the Persian language (Old, Middle, and New Persian). Following
this, the semantic domains of the word were retrieved and analyzed by drawing on Indo-Persian
historical literature (dictionaries, histories, epistolary treatises (munsha'ats), biographical
collections (tazkirahs), and documents). Finally, through the analysis of the obtained data, its
chancery meaning was established.

FINDINGS: Based on the findings of this research, the Indo-Persian chancery dastak is a type of
order (decree) issued by the government, identifiable in several distinct categories with specific
applications (such as dastak-i rahdari, dastak-i khidmat, dastak-i ta'yinati, and others). The Indian
dastak is recognized as a type of written document or chancery instrument possessing distinct
formal characteristics (from the perspective of diplomatics), which are enumerated in the body
of the article. Furthermore, according to data from Indo-Persian sources, the emergence of this
term in its chancery sense dates back to the dawn of the 11th century AH/17th century CE, or
slightly earlier.

CONCLUSION: The emergence of the chancery term dastak cannot be regarded as an accidental
or merely linguistic phenomenon; rather, this development is linked to the extensive
administrative, financial, and bureaucratic reforms implemented during the era of the early
Timurid (Mughal) rulers of India, particularly from the reign of Jalal al-Din Muhammad Akbar (the
second half of the 10th century AH), utilizing the capabilities of Persian administrative culture.
Thus, dastak is not merely a word but a symbol of the Persianate chancery mechanism within the
Persian Cosmopolis.
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