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B (+98)

Risala-e Qashiri is one of the most
fundamental texts of Islamic mysticism, in which the stations and conditions of
the way-farers are presented through symbolic and allegorical layers. This
study adopts a symbolic-interpretive approach to uncover the link between the
cryptic language of mysticism and the epistemological system of the Sufi path,
focusing on four core concepts: care (muhafazah), contentment (rida), devotion
(‘ubldiyyah), and loyalty (iradah).

A descriptive-analytical study was conducted. Data were
drawn from reliable manuscripts of Risala-e Qashiri and from classical mystical
sources, then examined with symbolic-analysis tools. Each concept was
interpreted as an internal symbol in order to illuminate its meaning within the
trajectory of annihilation (fana) and subsistence (baga) in the Divine.

Qashiri treats each of the four concepts not merely as ethical stages
but as symbols of existential transformation:
- Care functions as a sign of awareness,
- Contentment serves as the code of lover-like surrender,
- Devotion manifests divine humility, and
- Loyalty reflects the bond between the lover and the Divine beloved.
These symbols construct a distinctive epistemic structure that conveys the
transcendent experiences of the Sufi path through a coded language.

The symbolic layers of Risala-e Qashiri constitute a coherent
meaning-making system that, by employing internal symbols, describes the
spiritual evolution of the way-farer—from care to loyalty—as a process of
annihilation and subsistence. The study demonstrates that a symbolic-
interpretive analysis can be an effective tool for achieving a deeper
understanding of mystical texts and their relationship to the experience of Sufi
spiritual practice.
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