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Layered stylistics is is a layer of applied stylistic methods
that examines the text in five layers: phonetic, lexical, syntactic, rhetorical, and ideological.
This type of stylistics, based on the foundations of traditional stylistics, pays attention to
the content, ideas, perspective, and even the creative space of the work. In layered
stylistics, the text is broken down into micro-layers, considering the situational context as
the macro-layer, and the style is studied by examining the textual micro-layers and
obtaining characteristic features. According to this approach ,Aja’ib al-Qasas, is analyzed
in five layers: phonetic, lexical, syntactic, rhetorical, and ideological. By recognizing the
prominent stylistic characteristics and their position, the relationship between the text and
the content is understood.

This research, using a descriptive-analytical method and using library
resources, has attempted to examine the style of Aja’ib al-Qasas from the perspective of
layered stylistics.

Aja’ib al-Qasas is a work in the field of religious history written in the 10th
century by Abdul Wahid Muhammad Mufti in the Indian subcontinent. The work, far from
the usual formalities of Timurid prose, is known as an example of intermediate prose and
the author has been trying to pay more attention to the expression of meaning than to
rhetoric and to create original prose. For this reason, his prose is considered to be stable
and significant compared to other written works in India during this period, especially in
the subcontinent.

The result of studying this work from the perspective of layered stylistics
shows that the author tends to use literary devices naturally to create the inner music of
the text, and the frequency of phonetic changes, assonance, and repetition is higher. In
the syntactic layer, the dominant syntactic structure is in accordance with the common
structures of Persian grammar. Of course, sometimes the sentence order changes
according to the author's thought. In the rhetorical layer, tangible analogies, easy-to-find
allusions, and assurances have added to the literary quality of the text. Literary devices
serve to convey meaning and have not been used only for the sake of beautifying the text.
In the lexical layer, considering the subject of the text, the author's priority has been to
convey concepts. The words maintain their main function and do not confuse the audience
in understanding the meaning. In terms of ideological content, the intellectual system that
governs most of the stories of the prophets in this work can be seen, which consists of
describing the story of creation, love, religious law, reason, and moral principles.
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